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away deeply impressed and convinced
that President Biden has made a great
choice. The Senate has already con-
firmed Judge Jackson three times on a
bipartisan basis—most recently in
June of 2021, when she was confirmed
to the D.C. Circuit. The Senate should
again confirm her with bipartisan sup-
port.

And when Judge Jackson is con-
firmed and becomes Justice Jackson,
the first African-American woman ever
to take a seat on the High Court, she
will be an inspiration to so many
across our country and around the
globe. She will especially be a role
model for young Black girls every-
where, showing them that in the
United States of America, nothing is
beyond their reach.

Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall once said:

Sometimes history takes things into its
own hands.

History says it is time for Judge
Ketanji Brown Jackson, and I am hon-
ored to help her and the Court and our
country make history with her con-
firmation.

I urge all of my colleagues to vote to
confirm Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson
to the Supreme Court of the United
States of America.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

WOMEN VETERANS’ HEALTHCARE

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize the significant
legislative victories the Senate re-
cently delivered for women veterans
with the passage of two pieces of legis-
lation to modernize breast cancer
screening polices and the delivery of
lifesaving care for women veterans.

Breast cancer is the second most
common cancer for women. For women
veterans and servicemembers, the inci-
dence of breast cancer is estimated to
be up to 40 percent higher than the
general population.

Given the dangerous environments in
which military members serve and ad-
ditional risk factors associated with
these locations, it is long overdue for
the Department of Veterans Affairs to
update its policies for administering
mammograms.

We know early detection is crucial to
preventing and treating breast cancer,
so making sure those who are more
vulnerable receive screenings at a
younger age is not only reasonable but
critical.

This would have helped Dr. Kate Hen-
dricks Thomas, a Marine veteran, who
was unaware of her increased risk for
breast cancer. She shared her memo-
ries of deployment to Fallujah in 2005
with the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee last year.

She understood the risk associated
with IEDs, and she remembers the burn
pits—so commonplace, they were large-
ly ignored—but she wasn’t concerned
with the impact of what she called
“the flaming poison’ surrounding her
would have on her own health.
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In a routine medical appointment
with her VHA health provider in 2018,
Kate thought it was odd she was rec-
ommended to undergo a mammogram.
That exam subsequently led to her di-
agnosis of stage IV breast cancer. She
was 38 years old.

That is devastating news for anyone
to face, and I know the entire Senate
joins me in praying for Kate as she
continues her fight against cancer.

Nobody would blame her for focusing
on her own health battle, but she
knows her story wouldn’t be the last if
something didn’t change.

That is why Kate is being an advo-
cate for modernizing VA policies so
other veterans don’t experience the
same struggles she is living with.

We honored her activism by crafting
and passing the Dr. Kate Hendricks
Thomas Supporting Expanded Review
for Veterans in Combat Environments
Act. It will broaden veteran access to
mammograms and also require the VA
to compile data regarding the rates of
breast cancer among members of the
veteran and civilian population so we
can continue improving procedures to
better treat breast cancer patients.

The Senate also unanimously passed
the MAMMO for Veterans Act to ex-
pand access to high-quality breast can-
cer screenings, improving imaging
services in rural areas, and clinical
trials through partnerships with the
National Cancer Institute.

The VA is uniquely positioned to be a
leader in the prevention and treatment
of breast cancer. Taking full advantage
of the Department’s unique capabili-
ties, resources, and outreach will help
deliver the lifesaving care that vet-
erans deserve.

Passage of the Dr. Kate Hendricks
Thomas SERVICE Act and the
MAMMO for Veterans Act reflects the
bipartisan support for improving vet-
eran services and benefits. I appreciate
Senator WYDEN’s support and the lead-
ership in the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee and the leadership of Sen-
ate Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chair-
man TESTER, who has been my reliable
partner in advancing policies to im-
prove the VA’s care and services for
women.

The VA estimates women make up 10
percent of our Nation’s veteran popu-
lation and continues to be the fastest
growing population.

Last Congress, we made significant
progress to expand VA’s care and serv-
ices for women with the passage of the
landmark Deborah Sampson Act.

This was an important first step, and
the legislation we passed last month
continues to build on this foundation
so we can fulfill the promise made to
women who served in our Nation’s uni-
form.

I am pleased the Senate has approved
these policies, and I urge my col-
leagues in the House of Representa-
tives to follow our example and quickly
approve the Dr. Kate Hendricks Thom-
as SERVICE Act and the MAMMO for
Veterans Act so that they can be
signed into law.
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The women who have served our
country in uniform need to know we
are taking every step available to pro-
tect their health. These bills are an im-
portant downpayment in that mission.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

REMEMBERING THOMAS HORACE PORTER

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President,
I come to the floor today to mourn the
passing and celebrate the life of Thom-
as Horace Porter, my good friend and a
man who could put a smile on my face
even in the toughest times, on one of
the most painful days of my life, while
I was recovering at Walter Reed.

Among the peer visitors at Walter
Reed Hospital, two of the most beloved
were Tom and his wife Eleanor.

Tom was a gentle giant—a tall, smil-
ing, then-74-year-old veteran who
showed up at my bedside while I was
still sedated to talk with my husband
and mother and who came to visit
again soon after I regained conscious-
ness.

As a young Army lieutenant in the
Korean war, Tom had lost both his legs
in a landmine explosion. His heroic ac-
tions saving his men on that day
earned Tom both the Silver Star in ad-
dition to the Purple Heart for his com-
bat injuries.

During his months of recuperation
back in the States, Eleanor—or El, as
we all know her—an Army second lieu-
tenant herself, had been one of his
physical therapists.

The couple ended up married for
more than 50 years. Tom continued to
serve our Nation—this time as a civil
servant, achieving the rank of Senior
Executive Service in the Department
of Agriculture. When Operations Iraqi
Freedom and Enduring Freedom began
and the wounded began flooding the
wards at Walter Reed, Tom and El de-
cided that they needed to help. They
became peer visitors, and for the next 7
years, during twice weekly visits, they
changed the lives of countless veterans
who passed through that hospital, my
own included.

When I was at Walter Reed, Tom
made it his mission to talk with in-
jured troops about the full lives they
will lead after their devastating inju-
ries.

A lot of the wounded warriors around
me were really young, just 19 to 24
years old, lying in their hospital beds
with limbs missing, burns to their
faces and bodies, skulls crushed and en-
cased in protective metal cages or hel-
mets. They were all facing a future
none of them had planned for. Like
them, I had always assumed I would ei-
ther die in combat or come home. The
third option of coming home severely
injured was never something that oc-
curred to the majority of us.

Tom would walk in with that big
smile of his and say: Hey, I was like
you. Lost my legs at 22. But I recovered
and I have had a full and regular life. I
courted El after I lost my legs, and she
and I have been married for 50 years
and have wonderful kids and grandkids.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-04-06T05:39:07-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




